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FADE TO BLACK - THE FILM 



Strikingly special about this unique film is that shortly after taking the photo it drifts through different 
phases of light bluish greens through darker brownish reds, slowly collecting more and more un¬ 
usual textures and streaks before it turns to blackness. It is almost as if TIME tears at the picture’s 
existence in fast forward. 

Within 12 hrs the film reaches an incredibly beautiful darkness. 

Within 24hrs the picture turns to black. 

The prescious moment of time becomes a visual secret. 

What may sounds scary and destructive is in fact a beautiful materialization of some of Polaroids 
unique characteristics: unpredictable results, unique and independent picture development and the 
nostalgic component of chemicals darkening over time. 

This film is like a visualisation of time. A film that is kind of a tribute to Polaroid film itself. 

There are at least 2 techniques that we found out (weg?) during our experiments 
which enable you to stop time for good - while achieving stunningly beautiful photographs 
with either artistic qualities or the pureness of any other Polaroid picture. 

You decide which colorscheme, which shade of darkness, which degree of perceptibility you want 
to preserve. 


READ ON 




THE PEELING TECHNIQUE 

C wet & dry ] 



PEELING - STEP BY STEP 



WHAT YOU WILL NEED 

1) Scissors or a knife 2) Tissues / Cloth 3) Water 
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1 ) 

Take a picture. 




2 ) 

Turn to the backside of the Polaroid. 

Use scissors or a knive and stick the blade 
under the upper white sealed foil. 

Open it along the edge. 


3) 

Repeat the action along the sides. 










Now open the image by removing the posi¬ 
tive (front transparent foil) from the negative 
(the emulsion underneath it). 


Don’t peel too slowly but try to peel gently! 
You can now proceed to the DRY or the WET 
technique. 


DRY TECHNIQUE 


5A1) 


It is best to not tear the Polaroid apart com¬ 
pletely. Keep it attached at the white bottom 
end. 

Now either carefully put an object between 
both sides of the film to allow it to dry... 


5A2) 



...or simply put it on its side openly. 

When dried completely, it can be closed 
again and taped on the back. 


WET TECHNIQUE 
5B) 

For this technique it is recommended to re¬ 
move the foil completely from its frame. 



6 ) 

Wash the backside of the foil until all chemi¬ 
cal stains are removed. Rinse only gently to 
avoid scratching the image on the surface. 














EXPERIMENT ON 

Both techniques are open to many experimental varieties. What is demonstrated here are only the 
basics. Depending on the moment you peel the positive apart from the negative you can decide and 
influence which color scheme you want and which degree of darkness you would like to “freeze”. 

Scratches, blotches, streaks, watercolor, different liquids etc. can be applied when closed again. 
Also leaving some parts covered in chemicals to continue developing into more darkness can create 
interesting effects. Working with heat and coldness will also result in various beautiful effects. 


FEEL FREE TO EXPLORE! 























































FOR THE PATIENT POLAROIDERS... 
Read on! 











THE SOLAR TECHNIQUE 




INTO THE SUN 

We noticed that - after the Polaroids turn black completely - they can be “revived” 
quite strikingly with beautifully nostalgic results. 

Simply put them outside into the bright sun for a few weeks and watch the amazing 
results! 


SOLAR TECHNIQUE RESULTS 





















THE DIGITAL AGE TECHNIQUE 

C Catch the Process! ] 





INTO THE SCANNER 

If you own a digital camera or - even better - a scanner, you have the most conve¬ 
nient and least destructive ways to admire your Fade to black Polaroids. The biggest 
advantage thereby is that you can follow each single step from pale reddish tones 
to complete blackness with all the beautiful color metamorphoses from cyan greens 
and blues to brownish reds and orange color schemes. 

The best thing about this technique? 

It allows you to share your Polaroids online with friends and other Polaroid enthusi¬ 
asts as well as to establish a unique archive of process-pictures of each single shot 
you take. 

Of course we know that the original in our hands will always stay the unique beauty 
we love, but why not archive and share a few “frames of time”. 


WATCH 
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